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due variety in purport and Mud: maledictions, expostulations and dreadful death-scenes painted like Spanish San-lenitos, by weak "well-meaning1 persons of the hostile class; eulogies, generally of a gayer sort, by open or secret friends: all this has been long and extensively carried on among us. There is even an English Life of Voltaire ;4 nay we remember to have seen portions of his writings cited in terrorem, and with criticisms, in some pamphlet, * by a country gentleman,' either on the Education of the People, or else on the question of Preserving the Game.
With the * Age of the Press/ and such manifestations of it on this subject, we are far from quarrelling. We have read great part of these thousand-and-first tf Memoirs on Voltaire/ by Longchamp and Wagniere, not without satisfaction ; and can cheerfully look forward to still other e Memoirs' following in their train. Nothing can be more in the course of Nature than the wish to satisfy oneself with knowledge of all sorts about any distinguished person, especially of our own era; the true study of his character, his spiritual individuality and peculiar manner of existence, is foil of instruction for all mankind: even that of his looks, sayings, habitudes and indifferent actions, were not the records of them generally lies, is rather to be commended; nay are not such lies themselves, when they keep within bounds, and the subject of them has been dead for some time, equal to snipe-shooting, or Colburn-Novels, at least little inferior, in the great art of getting done with life, or,
4 * By Frank Hall Standish, Esq.' (London, 1821); a work which we can recommend only to such, as feel themselves in extreme want of information on this subject, and except in their own language unable to acquire any. It is written very badly, though with sincerity, and not without considerable indications of talent; to all appearance, by a minor; many of whose statements and opinions (for he seems an inquiring, honest-hearted, rather decisive character) must have begun to astomsla even himself, several years ago,